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Students protest with Day of Silence
Rachel Kane, Editor in Chief
Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu

The wind rustled violently at 7:08
p.m. on April 13 as students with
tape and multicolored scarves
over their mouths trickled into the
main quad to break a day-long
silence.
“I had a friend who told me
about it three weeks ago,” said
HCOM freshman Teri Smalls,
who participated in CSUMB’s
second annual Day of Silence, a
silent protest orchestrated by the
gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans
gender community on campus.
“We always want to do some
thing that is visible,” said Bernice
Esbit, SBS senior and member
of Out & About. “Last year we
did t-shirts. This year the mouth
pieces were more ‘in your face’.”
Participants wore coverings
over their mouths to symbolize
the silence placed upon gay, les
bian, bisexual and transgender
members of CSUMB as well as
their allies.
The participants of the nation
ally observed Day of Silence
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Student debt at all time high
By Kimber Solana, StaffReporter
KlMBERREY_S0LANA@CSUMB.EDU

Most students look forward to
graduation, a time when they get
their freedom from homework,
tasteless food, and all-nighters.
But for Global Studies senior
A. Jeffrey Shindell, owing over
$40,000 in debt really clouds the
thrill of graduation.
Shindell is dependent on the
Federal Stafford Loan to pay for
the needs of his family and his
college education.

“It helps offset the general
cost of living including books,
gas, and tuition,” said Shindell,
who’s not alone according to a
new “Debt Burden” study by the
National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES).
The percentage of students
nationwide who borrowed for
their undergraduate education
has increased over 30 percent
from 1993 to 2000. About 70
percent of CSUMB students rely
on financial aid.
Student debt has steadily

SILENCE

continued on page 5

Shindell is going to enter the
credential program at CSUMB,
which will help defer the repay
ment for his loans.
For aspiring teachers, there
are debt forgiveness programs

increased
throughout
the
decade. Nationwide average stu
dent loans have increased from
$12,100 to $19,400.
DEBT continued on page 5
Most loan programs do not
require
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repayments
for the first
six months
30%
after gradua
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for further
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News
Students speak out, make a difference at meetings
Bv Chad Rede, StaffReporter
Chad_Rede@csumb.edu

and Luis Vicuna, StaffReporter
LUIS_VICUNA@CSUMB.EDU

Open Forum isn’t the only venue
where students can voice their
opinions and concerns. Students,
faculty and members of the com
munity regularly gather in a public
forum to discuss policies affecting
the lives of students and the future
of the campus. Here are the meet
ings you won’t want to miss.

Fort Ord Cleanup
Have you ever wondered if your
drinking water contains radioac
tive chemicals from an old army
experiment? Do you walk only on
paved paths because you’re afraid
of stepping on land mines?
The United States Army’s Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
department holds monthly gath
erings to discuss environmen
tal issues on the old Fort Ord.
Upcoming events include a booth
at the Marina Festival of the

Winds on May 7 and a guided
bus tour on June 12.
“There are so many rumors at
CSUMB about Fort Ord,” said
Inga Goldsworth, HCOM senior
and community relations specialist
for BRAC. “This is a place where
people can learn the truth.”
The organization also holds
occasional community workshops
where students can voice their
concerns and work with commu
nity partners to improve Fort Ord.
Contact: Melissa Broadston at
393-1284.

The Fair Food Action
Committee
Unsatisfied with the food ser
vice on campus and want an
opportunity to learn how you can
make a difference? Fair Food
Action is for you.
The committee is a group of
students who meet every Tuesday
from 8-10 in the Associated
Students’ office to discuss the
food on campus including the
current service contract negotia

tions between the Foundation of
CSUMB and contending food
service providers Sodexho and
Chartwells.
“There is a bureaucratic struc
ture involved that precludes stu
dents from giving their voice,”
said committee member John
Molina on the process of select
ing a food service provider. “The
food service that we are receiving
here is not adequate.”
Students in attendance offer
different ideas on how to improve
food service on campus, the con
sensus being that the only way
to achieve this is through active
participation.
“One way or another we are
going to continue to effect change
on campus,” said committee mem
ber Matthew Goodlaw. Contact
Matthew Goodlaw via FirstClass.

Brown Bag Lunches
Students who are so busy they
barely have time to eat, let alone
get involved in community affairs,
can rest at ease now by eating and

Ord toxins threaten water
By Paul Wetterau, StaffReporter
Paul_Wetterau@csumb.edu

Leaky toxins are threatening the water sup
ply of CSUMB students living in Marina. A
toxic chemical plume has reached the north
west boundary of the former Fort Ord and
within a short distance of the water supply.
On March 30, the United States Army
Corps of Engineers hosted a Fort Ord
Environmental Cleanup Update at the
Holiday Inn Express off Reservation Road
in Marina to let residents know.
The primary contaminant is the carcinogen
trichloroethene, a result of the diesel military
firefighters used in training. “Materials were
burned but some seeped into the soil before
ignition,” according to the United States
Army Corps of Engineers.
“There’s a plume that’s contaminated
around the 700-800 foot level,” said Steve
Endsley, director of Planning & Finance for
the Fort Ord Reserve Authority (FORA).
The top layer of the soil is where the left
over fuel resides.
Drinking water is obtained from below
the site of contamination. Although the
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water supply is 1,000 feet below the ground,
the toxic plume is alive and moving.
“It’s moving towards Marina. Think of it
like a river,” said Melissa Broadston, Fort
Ord Cleanup Community Relations officer.
Only this river isn’t filled with steelhead
salmon but is comprised of poison.
“Operable Unit 1 groundwater is separated
from drinking water wells by three to four
clay layers,” according to the United States
Army Corps of Engineers. Three to four
layers of clay distance is considered safe
by army standards, but has raised concerns
among residents looking to lay blame.
“FORA isn’t responsible; the army
is,” said Endsley. With future develop
ments like the Marina Heights Project
and University Villages on the horizon,
an extensive cleanup will affect the land’s
value in the future.
The army’s goals include treating the
entire plume, accelerating the cleanup pro
cess, and monitoring groundwater after
ward to ensure the success of the project.
“It’s similar to a Brita water filter. The
carbon filters the water,” said Broadston
about the cleanup. The process includes

becoming involved in affairs at
the same time.
The Watershed Institute holds
biweekly brown bag lunches.
Students and faculty are encour
aged to bring their lunches and
discuss community issues with
presenters from the community.
Presenters consist of local busi
ness representatives and local
researchers, but can also include
students and faculty.
Thor Anderson of the Watershed
Institute suggests the “brown
bags” are a way for students to
network with peers, instructors,
and businesses.
“It’s a great opportunity to learn
about internships, and lots of cap
stone ideas are addressed here,” said
Anderson. “It’s a great chance for
students to get to know instructors.”
Meeting days and locations
vary. Contact Thor Anderson via
FirstClass.

Library Funding
Committee
Interested in getting involved

sucking up contaminated water, spitting it
out, and repeating.
Although the toxins are within 200 feet
of drinking water, officials are unconcerned.
“Our drinking water is safe. Those two bod
ies of water never meet,” said Endsley. As of
right now, anyone living in Marina can stick
their face under the faucet and drink gulp
after gulp, according to the Army.

with the planned, and sometimes
controversial, $67 million dollar
new library project? You’re in
luck!
The Library Fundraising
Committee meets on a monthly
basis, with the next meeting
planned for May 4.
“We are now in the final stages
of completing our marketing
materials,” said Scott Warrington,
Vice President for University
Advancement. “Now the real task
at hand is going out and raising
the money.”
Although the marketing strategy
has been set, Warrington encour
ages students to participate on
the committee, “We really want
students to be ambassadors for the
program,” said Warrington.
Students can participate in the
development of a video presen
tation, which will be shown to
potential contributors. “Students
will be very prominent in the
video,” said Warrington. Contact
Gail Denbyhicky via FirstClass.

Firemen in the 60s and 70s who prac
ticed didn’t think seven generations ahead,
leaving some officials regretting the envi
ronmental damange.
“It gave them a chance to practice. But
we don’t do that anymore,” said Broadston.
Thanks to those firefighters future genera
tion risk being burned, not by fire but by
toxic drinking water.

A toxic chemical plume threatens Marina water, but the Army insists its safe to drink.
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News

Sick students fear black mold may be the cause
By Marian Muhammad, StaffReporter
Marian_ Muhammad@csumb.edu

As Frederick Park residents try
resting peacefully in bed, fears
of toxic black mold growth haunt
them instead.
One anonymous resident of the
Frederick Park apartments has
reported mold of some sort in
her apartment, which may have
caused her to become ill upon
moving in.
“I was never sick like this before
I moved into a home that had mold.
My last home did not, and I was
never sick as much,” said a sixth
year undeclared resident. “Now I
am woken up in the middle of the
night because I can’t breathe and
my head hurts like a sinus infec
tion. It’s very painful.”
Scientifically
known
as
Stachybotrys Chartarum, black

mold is a toxin which normally
targets dark, damp and humid
areas such as bathrooms, draw
ers, basements, kitchen cabinets
as well as underneath bathroom
sinks. Although mold comes in
a variety of colors and textures,
black mold can be identified visu
ally by its blackish-green color
and its slimy texture, according to
the health resource Allsands.com.
Since mold strives on moisture,
water leakage is one of the main
causes for mold development.
Residents should be aware of
strong odors after a water leakage,
a key indication of mold buildup.
Condensation buildup, which
is prevalent in bathrooms where
moisture is locked in closed
areas, may be the cause of mold
buildup in the Frederick Park
apartments, according to Heather
Church, Operations Manager of
Frederick Park apartments. The

Possible mold substance on a Frederick Park apartment.
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mold/mildew problem residents
are encountering could also be
the result of poor housekeeping,
according to Church.
Frederick Park residents should
report any mold sightings in their
homes to the management staff
to allow for the proper clean up
and a decreased risk of further
contamination.
Residents are responsible for
damage to their person or prop
erty if mold is not reported to the
management staff, according to
the Ventilation and Instructions
addendum included in Frederick
Park resident’s lease agreement,
which residents sign prior to mov
ing into their apartments. A rent
er’s insurance policy is offered to
residents for coverage of personal
property and liability.
Poor ventilation in the home or
building is another leading cause
of mold development. The air
pressure in your home or building
must remain balanced or at a posi
tive level to decrease the amount
of moisture that seeps into walls,
causing the paint to peel or the
wood to warp. Both are obvious
signs of excess moisture and a
potential risk for mold develop
ment, according to the toxic black
mold information center.
Due to mold’s connection to
high levels of humidity, humid
areas are in danger of develop
ment of mold. Those who expe
rience high levels of humidity
in their homes, schools or office
space should purchase a de
humidifier to decrease the levels
of humidity and the possibility of
mold buildup.
Children and the elderly are
at a higher risk of developing
serious illness from exposure to
black mold due to their vulner
able immune systems, according
to Allsands.com, which warns
of the “many medical problems
that can occur with exposure to
toxic black mold such as asthma,
bronchitis and other respiratory
problems.”
Although black mold is one
of many specific types of mold,
according to the Environmental
Protection Agency, all molds
have the potential to affect health.
Allergens located in black mold

are also said to cause asthma that once the contaminated area
is removed the area should then
attacks to the allergic.
Since there are various types of be sealed off and sprayed with
mold that can be formed they may bleach and water to kill off any
not always be easy to identify. spores that may be traveling
Residents can test the mold grow through the air to prevent airborne
ing in their office, school or home spores from moving to other parts
for toxicity by purchasing a black of the residence.
“Molds reproduce by forming
mold testing kit.
“Nobody that I know here has spores which travel through the
been found to have
anything definitely
from black mold,”
said Melinda Cabell,
Campus
Health
Center’s physician
assistant.
Those who come
in contact with black
mold should not touch
the toxin with their
bare hands. Gloves
or protective cover
ing should be worn
at all times. Mold can Could this substance be making
photo by chad ghiron
reproduce through students sick?
spore formation so when dealing air, settle on other plant or ani
with mold, residents should have mal organic material, and grow
the contaminated area removed into new clusters of filaments,”
according to Allergy Be Gone.
and restored with new materials.
For more information on black
“Mold lives by secreting enzymes
that break down the organic matter mold or information on how
on which the mold is living, mak to purchase a black mold test
ing it available as a nutrient for ing kits please visit the Campus
the mold,” according to the private Health Center or http://www.
homemoldtestkit.com.
allergy company Allergy Be Gone.
Allsands.com recommends

Guilty by blogging
By Erin Nokes, StaffReporter
Erin_Nokes@csumb.edu

The smell of urine and trash has
consumed the hallway as it flows
from the gaping hole inside a col
umn in the common room on the
third floor of Building 302.
Vandalism in the North Quad is
a recurring event as this once small
fist-sized hole has grown to three
times its size since September and
is now considered a trash bin as
well as a urinal.
Nothing was done with the hole
originally.
“They didn’t do shit about it,
and then on the craziest day it
becomes a big deal,” said 22year-old global studies major

Dylan Flood.
North Quad residential direc
tor Mayra Llamas had reported
the hole to facilities, but “once
I report to facilities there’s not
much I can do but keep on them,”
she said.
The hole is scheduled to be
boarded up on April 15, but that
may or may not happen.
Llamas discovered the hole
while doing random rounds with
a police officer on St. Patrick’s
Day. She and the officer ques
tioned some residents regarding
the incident and Llamas held a
floor meeting.
All of the residents on the floor
were questioned regarding the

BLOGGING

Continued on page 5
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Panetta draws few
student spectators
By Luis Vicuna, Staff Reporter
LuiS_VlCUNA@CSUMB.EDU

Students regularly have the opportu
nity to grill nationally famous politi
cal figures on the important issues,
but student interest remains flat
Since 1997 the Sylvia and Leon
Panetta Institute for Public Policy,
located at CSUMB, has invited
political figures to speak at its
annual Leon Panetta Lecture Series.
Prior to the nighttime lecture, which
takes place in Monterey, local stu
dents are welcomed to attend a
student seminar at the University
Center, but few attend.
“Students ought to be activated
to ensure that education isn’t put
on the chopping block,” said Leon
Panetta, former Bill Clinton White
House Chief of Staff “I think that
if students were better organized, if
they had a louder voice in the state
they would have an impact.”
The seminar allows high school
and college students from the tri
county area to ask questions of
political leaders, policy and opin
ion makers on the issues of the
day. Only two CSUMB students
had signed up to attend the student
seminar scheduled for April 18.
Prior to the seminar, students
participate in a pre-lecture given
by a professor of the institute
who “guides the students to what
questions they should be asking
so they can understand what these
issues are about,” said Panetta.
Students who want to attend
often can’t because there is a time
commitment of about four hours
causing conflicts with their class
schedule or students might not
know about it and are simply not
interested, according to Dean of
Student Life Andy Klingelhoefer.
This year’s lecture series topic
is the “Defining Issues of the
21st Century.” The series started
March 28 and is generally sold
out with a waiting list of about
2,000, according to Panetta.
Seats are reserved for season
ticket holders who reserve the
right of first refusal. Despite the
lack of tickets, CSUMB students
4 | Otter Realm | April 21-May 4,2005

are given the chance to partici
pate in the student seminar that
takes place during the day at the
University Center.
Klingelhoefer said it makes
more sense for the students to
attend the seminar portion rather
than the lecture because “the
small venue gives them more of
an opportunity to ask questions.”
The institute reserves 20 seats
for students to attend the seminar.
Only three students attended the
March 28 seminar.
The low turnout for the seminar
with former Health and Human
Services Secretaries Donna
Shalala and Tommy Thompson
was due in part because the insti
tute gave “about a week's notice
and it was right after spring
break,” said Klingelhoefer.
Past speakers include former
Senators George Mitchell and
Fred Thompson, former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich, New York
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, Bill
O’Reilly and President Bill Clinton.

“/ think that if students
were better organized, if
they had a louder voice
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Students sit down to protest
Salinas library closures
Activists pitch tents, read books, speak
in outrage, then 24 hours later, leave
By Amanda Folliard, StaffReporter
Amanda_Folliard@csumb.edu

in the state they would

have an impact.”
-LEON PANETTA

For information on attending the
May 9 lecture series, “America’s
Role in the World” featuring for
mer National Security Advisor
Sandy Berger and former C.I.A.
Director Robert Gates, contact
the Panetta Institute at (831)
582-4200. If interested in attend
ing the seminar contact Andy
Klingelhoefer at (831) 582-3817.
“I believe that it was valu
able; I feel blessed that we have
these sort of resources available at
CSUMB,” said Lauren Goodwin,
a CSUMB junior who attended
the March 28 student seminar.
“We’re lucky to have the Panetta
Institute and I wish that more
CSUMB students were in there.”

Salinas citizens and CSUMB stu
dents faced down fierce winds
as they lined up in front of Cesar
Chavez library on April 2 to keep
Salinas libraries open through a
24-hour sit-in.
The afternoon started out with
group readings, discussions and
speeches. When speaker Dolores
Huerta spoke, the crowd grew
excited and waved the flag of the
United Farm Workers.
“I was there, as were dozens of
other activists, authors and poets,
to draw attention to the fact that the
libraries in this city are slated to be
closed down in June,” said Huerta.
Many of the people who were
in attendance were upset that hun
dreds of billions have been spent
occupying Iraq yet five million
dollars cannot be found to keep
the Salinas libraries open.
“I wonder why Salinas is

spending millions of dollars on
parking garages and road repair,
yet the libraries are still being
closed,” said Salinas resident
Nancy Henning.
As the day came to an end, fam
ilies started to set up their tents in
the library’s backyard. The night
continued with activist speeches
and group book readings.
“The day was a day to cele
brate the libraries and books,” said
Salinas resident Barbara Hampton.
The library sit-in was organized
by planners to build public aware
ness of the closure of all the Salinas
libraries. CSUMB student Daisy
Zavala was one of the organizers
who helped promote the sit-in.
“We spent all our spring break
announcing the event to the East
Salinas Community and our
own campus,” said Zavala. “We
knocked on over 600 doors and
talked to the residents around the
area, plus other local volunteers
helped in other zones.” The event
was further advertised through

businesses and schools in the
Salinas community.
Officials said the reason for the
library closure is the city of Salinas’
$9 million debt. Besides the library,
city councilors have decided to
close several recreational programs
and after-school programs.
“I’m worried about the future
of my daughter,” said one mother.
“I rely on the after school pro
grams and libraries to assist my
daughter’s developmental skills.”
John Steinbeck made the Salinas
Valley famous worldwide through
his novels. Steinbeck has been
extremely influential for kids in
the Salinas Valley who relate to
his stories.
“It’s nice to be able to read the
Red Pony to my grandkids and
be able to point out the Gabilan
Mountains from the story,” said
Hampton.
“John Steinbeck is one of
Salinas’s most famous people,”
said Henning. “Now we won’t be
able to rent out his books.”

News

Silence
...from page 1

wrote names of victims of hate
crimes in chalk on the walkway in
front of the Student Center.
The list stretched from the site
of the rainbow flag, hoisted for
the day at the right side entrance
of the dining commons, to the end
of the student center.
“I don’t really have any friends
who have suffered from the vio
lence,” said Alicia Decastro,
TMAC sophomore and Day of
Silence participant. Decastro still
found it “strange that I hadn’t
heard of it until going here.”
According to Dayofsilence.org,
the movements official Web site,
this year’s Day of Silence was the
most successful in its history.
“The Day of Silence has
outdone itself yet again, with
well over 450,000 participants
in well over 4,000 middle/high
schools, colleges and universi
ties in every single state, D.C.
and Puerto Rico.”
The turn out at CSUMB for
the Day of Silence’s final event,
the Shout Out, where the silence
of the day is broken in the main
quad, yielded 20 adults and 2
children.
Huddled together for warmth,
holding hands in a circle to
display unity, the 22 laughed
and smiled, giggling and shift-,
ing their stances, readying them
selves for the shout.
“Three. Two. One,” they
bobbed on every number and then
screamed at the top of their lungs
at the end of “one.”
“I always hope for more people
to come,” said Esbit. “People kind
of came when they could.”
The receipt of the message of
the day was, according to the
majority of the participants,
mostly positive.
“I didn’t encounter a lot of neg
ative stuff, mostly just supportive
people,” said Smalls.
Other participants experienced
some of the behavior that has
created the necessity for a pro
test against homophobia in the
United States. According to Esbit,
some of the flyers for the Day of
Silence were destroyed by objec

tors to the protest.
“We were passing out cards
in the Dining Commons,” said
Esbit. A young man sitting at one
of the tables “reached up his arm
and crumpled it up.”
Even though there is a mild
sense of opposition to the silent
protest against “the discrimina
tion faced by the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer,

intersex, ambiguous community,”
Esbit and the participants of the
Day of Silence, as well as the Out
& About club, plan on bringing
the tradition of the nationwide
protest back to CSUMB again
next year.
“I always enjoy doing this kind
of stuff,” said Esbit. “The good
and the bad.”

Blogging
...from page 3

hole during the meeting, yet
much of the rest of Building
302 was left out. This lead to
speculation as to who actually
committed the crime and many
of the residents heard rumors of
questionable credibility.
“They could be making it
up just to get this person into
trouble,” said ESSP freshman
Sharon Levitt.
The suspect was seen by a
resident on the floor right after
the vandalism occurred, which
has led to an investigation.
“We believe we have identi
fied who did it,” said Llamas.
This suspect doesn’t live in
the building and, according to
Llamas. “Big things like this
usually happen from non-resi
dents.”
With help from the commu
nity, Llamas received additional
information that the suspect had
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The sidewalk
in front of the
student center
displays the
names of victims
of hate crimes
that occur all to
often (Above).
A student
shows her
support for the
Day of Silence
event (right).
Coordinators
chose to use
tape and
scarves over
mouths over last
year's t-shirts
because of its “in
your face” feel.

...from page 1

available.
The Assumption
Program of Loans for Education
[APLE] helps students taking a
teaching credential program by
giving them money to teach in
low-performing K-12 schools or
high-risk environments.
Debt burdens on students
vary because of factors such as
employment status and post
graduation earnings, according
to the NCES study. Earnings
often vary depending on the type
of occupation.
The average 2001 salary for
engineering, mathematics and sci
ence graduates was $41,600 while
the salaries for education gradu
ates was only $27,300.
Financial aid director Audren
Morris said it’s important for stu
dents to take advantage of loans
and to not be intimidated by the
repayment process.
“It’s important to have loans
because it can give students
access to education,” said Morris.
“Students are so fearful of loans,
but they also carry benefits.”
“While taking out a student
loan is a difficult choice, and
a heavy responsibility, it is a
much better option than charging

posted a blog on Myspace.com
referring to their involvement
with the hole. The blog in ques
tion has since been deleted.
Vandalism perpetrated on
this floor, as well as the build
ing, are common.
Vandals “pee and puke in
the elevator,” said business
sophomore Crystal Cochrane, a
Residential Advisor who lives
in the building.
Many of the other students
who live in the building have
noticed vandalism increasing
throughout the year as well and
many of them agree on their
disappointment.
“It disturbs me, the fact that
people are disrespecting where
they live,” said Levitt, who
lives on the floor with the hole.
The investigation is ongo
ing, but Llamas is “tíbping our
efforts will help empower stu
dents to self govern where they
live to prevent things like this
from happening again.”

educational related expenses on
credit cards that may charge up
to 21 percent interest and do not
offer any of the benefits of the
Federal Family Educational Loan
Program [FFELP],” said Morris.
One benefit of the FFELP is
loans at a much lower interest
rate, currently less than 3 percent.
CSUMB offers loan counseling
to students who decide to take up
loans for their college education.
“The financial aid office at
CSUMB takes many important
measures to ensure that students
borrow wisely,” said Morris,
“We assist the students on map
ping out their educational life so
it would be less of a burden after
graduation.”
The 1992 Reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act has
limited the total amount of loans
for dependent students to $23,000
while independent students can
only borrow up to $46,000.
Though Shindell finds the debt
he will have after he’s done with
his education a burden, he finds
himself fortunate to be able to
get an education. “I would have
loved to not have taken loans,”
said Shindell, “But without
it, I wouldn’t be able to go to
school.”
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Sports
Uncommon
Sense

The Wide World of Otter Sports
By Paul Diecidue, Darrell
Hiroshima, Mike Lewis
and Josh Warren

Jonas Calsward
GOLF
“I was in the Swedish
Naval Counter Special
Operations Forces.
I also had a big afro
two years ago.”

Sweden

By Darrell Hiroshima,
Sports Editor

Gustav Backman
GOLF 6’3” Junior
Fun Fact - Swedes
buy more tulips
than anyone else in
the world.

Stockholm

DaRRELL_HiR.ASIIIMA@CSUMB.EDU

Mulling over our second straight
loss in CSUMB’s intramural
basketball league, the team of
Otter Realm sports reporters
who represent as the “Otter
Writers” tried to find some pos
itives amidst our frustration.
We were able to point out
that we actually won the second
half by 11 points. Realm staffer
Josh Warren, a former bailer
for CSUMB who serves as the
“Otter Writers” most consis
tent offensive weapon, raised a
more pertinent issue though.
“Yeah, it was just that going
down by 20 in the first half that
really hurt us,” said Warren.
Good point
A solid start is the key to
a solid performance. In many
cases though, it can be far more
important how one finishes
something. Much to our cha
grin, our undersized and under
manned team of aspiring jour
nalists wasn’t able to do either.
But tomorrow is another day,
and next Monday is another
game. Just, as in life, one can
either focus on what they can’t
do, or they focus on what they
can do.
Then occasionally one can
surprise himself and realize he
can do something he thought
he couldn’t. My dad used to
always tell me, “Think less and
do more.”
Translation—Get off your
butt and get things done.
You’re going to mess up
sometimes, but that’s how
you learn. Sometimes you go
down by 20 in the first, but if
you’re afraid of getting your
butt kicked you don’t deserve
to win.
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Andrew Henning
BASEBALL 5’9” Junior
“As wolves raised me in the mountains of
Washington, I honed my baseball skills from
having grizzly bears throw pebbles at me.”

Sódertálje

Spokane, Wash.

Mariko Miranda
GOLF 5’11” Sophomore
“I am addicted to shopping and love
baseball (Go Cubbies!). I’ve found here
that there are a lot of misconceptions of
growing up in Las Vegas, but it’s pretty
much the same as anywhere.

New Hope, Pa

Amy Krisch GOLF 57” Sophomore
Fun Fact - New Hope is home to
“The Enchanted Christmas Village.”

Las Vegas, Nev.

Randolph, N.J.

Alex Sayres
BASEBALL 6’2” Senior
“I have also lived in Colorado, Arizona, Marin
County CA, and New York... for me it was
quite easy to adjust to Monterey because
I have moved around so much and have
experienced many different cultures and types
of people.”

Krista Herr
BASKETBALL 5’10” Freshman
“I lived in Hawaii last year. I also love being
outdoors and there are so many beautiful
places to go and to see in this area.”

Montrose, Colo.

►Monterey, Calif.

Pheonix, Ariz.

[Albuquerque, N.M.

.Atlanta, Ga.

Nanakuli, Hawaii

Going the distance
By Josh Warren, StaffReporter
Frederick_Warren@csumd.edu

Christen “Nani” Momoa
VOLLEYBALL 5’11” Senior
“I like to hang out at the beach. A day
of barbecue and sun is what eases
me. Once you get me in the water
you can never get me out.”

Andrew Sturm
SOCCER 6’ 3” Sophomore
Favorite animal - Sloth

Sports are known for bringing
people from different places with
different backgrounds together.
At CSUMB, the story is no dif
ferent for their athletes.
Athletes at CSUMB have
traveled from The East Coast,
The South, The Mid-West, and
The North-West. CSUMB even
has a little overseas flavor,
with athletes that have traveled
to CSUMB from Hawaii and
Sweden.
Road trips and airports are
nothing new to these frequent
flyers when their teams make
that long trip to Chico or down
to San Diego. They feel right
at home, after traveling across
the country to school, a short

trip up and down California is a
cakewalk.
Jonas Carlsward of the Men’s
Golfteam who is from Sódertalje,
Sweden, said “I have always
seen the time in the states and
here at CSUMB as an adventure
... ending up here at CSUMB is
good for me.”
It not just the adventure of
getting to CSUMB attracting
athletes here from abroad, but
the beauty of the area is also a
magnet for pulling in athletes.
When comparing to home, Las
Vegas native Mariko Miranda
of the women’s golf team said,
“I love how nature-oriented
Monterey is. Las Vegas is pretty
much all man-made ... I love
the beach and I’d say one of the
most fun things that I’ve done
here was drive Big Sur in a Jeep
with no top or doors.”

Alex Davis
WATER POLO Junior
“I actually ended up here spur of the
moment about a week before school
started when a friend of mine got
me in contact with my coach Gary
Figueroa. I love dancing, surfing
and reading.”

•Tylar Murphy
SOCCER 5'4” Freshman
Fun Fact-Atlanta is the home of
The Center for Puppetry Arts.

San Fernando, Trinidadand Tobago

Devoughn Lamont
BASKETBALL 6’9” Junior
Called “Trinny” by his teammates,
he spent the first 18 years of his life
in the two Island nation of Trinidad
and Tobago, which is a part of the
former British West Indies.

Sports

Women’s water polo looks to improve
By Mike Lewis, StaffReporter
Michael_Lewis@csumb . edu

It’s never too early to start preparing
for big events. The women’s water
polo team learned that firsthand
with a 14-9 loss to the Coyotes of
Cal State San Bernardino on April
8 in the Otter’s final home game of
the season.
Although the home season
has come to an end, the Otter
women will prepare for the
Western Water Polo Association
(WWPA) Tournament set to start
on April 29.
“We will be working on situ
ational plays and defense to pre
pare for the tournament,” said
goalkeeper Mallory Carroll.
“There are times out there when
we get real tired; we need to work
on that.”
As well as conditioning,
CSUMB will also look to
improve on their defense which
has given up 10.1 goals per game
this season.
“We will work on the funda
mentals, things like conditioning
and the speed in the water are
very important,” said first year

positive energy and
attitude in games by
motivating each other
and being their own
biggest cheerleaders.
“Here, I feel like
I’m a big part of a
team,” said Carroll,
who was originally
recruited by CSUMB
to play soccer. “We
all get along very
well and it helps us
during games.”
Most key play
ers from the team
will return next sea
son, including center
Chelsea Laning and
driver Alex Davis,
who lead the WWPA
in goals and assists
respectively.
The lady otters in mid scoring throw against CSU San Bernardino.
photo by chad ghiron
Davis’ 72 assists
Head Coach Gary Figueroa.
wanted to work well as a team.”
mirror her skill on defense, where
The tournament will fare well
Working well as a team is what she also leads the WWPA in steals
for a team that wasn’t expected they did, as the seven games they with 108, averaging over 3 per
to do much of anything in their won this season were in fact more game.
inaugural season.
than they expected, and their abil
Laning, only a freshman, has
“I tried not to come in with ity to feed off of their camaraderie shown that she will be a building
any expectations,” said Figueroa. is an encouraging sign.
block for the burgeoning water
“It was our first year and we just
The Otters maintain their polo team.

Men's golf steps game up
By Chad Rede, Staff Reporter
C h ad_Rede@csumb .edu

The CSUMB men’s golf team
has proven they are a force to be
reckoned with in their inaugural
season of NCAA Division II com
petition. The team currently ranks
26th in Division II nationwide.
“We’ve improved, and we’ve
held up to the competition of
Division II,” said sophomore
Grant Haney, who has enjoyed
the move out of the NAIA and
into the NCAA.
“Everything’s been a step up,”
Haney continued. “Courses are
tougher, tournaments are better
run, and competition is better.”
Over last nine weeks, the Otters
have competed in 10 tourna
ments. The team had its best fin
ish of the season in the Williams
Roofing Otter Invitational at

Bayonet Golf Course in Seaside
on March 20-22 when the team
came in second place.
“Home course knowledge is
important in golf,” said Head
Coach Bill Paulson.
At CSU Stanislaus’ home invi
tational on April 10-12 the team
came in sixth out of 17 teams,
which included two teams nation
ally ranked in the top 20.
Even with a solid showing at
Stanislaus, team members still
felt they had room for improve
ment. “We’re not too pleased with
our scores, but it was pretty good
for Division II,” said Haney.
“We’re streaky,” said sopho
more Erik Justesen. “We always
have three solid scores. The
fourth score’s been hurting us.”
Justesen is referring to the tourna
ment style play in which the top
four individual scores within each
team are combined to produce a

single team score.
“Right now we’re right in the
middle of the pack in the CCAA
(California Collegiate Athletic
Association),” said Paulson about
the team’s conference standing.
As the team headed into the
CCAA championship on April
17-19, however, team effort held
little value. “Being a provisional
team, we’re only eligible for indi
vidual play,” explains Paulson.
Since the CSUMB team is not
eligible to compete for a confer
ence title, players with the low
est average throughout the season
will represent the team in indi
vidual competition at the CCAA
tournament.
Justesen and Haney were joined
by teammates Ricky Stockton,
Jonas Carlsward, and Brian
Thompson at Hunter Ranch golf
course in Paso Robles, Calif.
“It’s kind of disappointing

The star freshman from Morgan
Hill, Calif, leads the country with
110 goals this season.
The offensive workhorse leads
all opposition with over 50 more
goals than her second place
counterpart.
. Davis, a junior transfer from
Cuesta College in San Luis
Obispo, will look to cap an
already stellar season during the
tournament.
Her intensity instills as much
fear in her opponents as her sta
tistics which rank her among
the elite defensive players in the
country.
But the team is not letting
the mind boggling statistics of
their teammates steer them in the
wrong directions.
There are undoubtedly some
improvements that still need to
be made, especially if the team
wants to have success in the tour
nament and improve on a seven
win season.
With instrumental players like
Laning and Davis at the helm
next year, the ever-growing wom
en’s team may easily forget their
rookie mistakes.

for us, but it’s
good for future
teams,”
said
Haney.
Justesen
finished first
at the CCAA
Championship,
shooting 7263-70 and fin
ishing 11 under
for the tourna
ment.
With
Ryan
Bohning being
the only depart
ing senior, this
Otter
team
hopes to build
a foundation for
future teams that
will establish
CSUMB men’s
golf as tenacious
competitors in Nick Bell, surrounded by white flags,
strives to make a put on the green.
the CCAA.
As Haney put
it, “The future looks pretty good.

PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRON
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Land
Ahov

A quiet grove on
campus near the
music building.
Polson oak and
mossy trees
cohabltate with
technlcolored grass
that almost glows In
the midday sun.
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This plant that grows wild
around the abandoned
buildings and ghostly barracks
of Fort Ord, creeps softly
above the ramshackle roof and
into the departing sunlit sky.
Captured just before sunset
the feathery sprouts tremble
at the oncoming cold of the
Seaside night, moonless and
shifting with wind.

“I would feel more optimistic
about a bright future for man If
he spent less time proving that
he can outwit Nature and more
time tasting her sweetness
and respecting her seniority.”
-E.B. White

Arts & Essence
Cliffs of Cannery
Row at sunset.
The last light
illuminates the side
of the rocks and
the golden stucco
of the building.

Sea
Side
PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRON

The quiet and abundant sea
in Carmel and Monterey
is home to the sea otter,
CSUMB's beloved mascot.

Rocky cliffway door leads to the crash
ing waves of the sea.

PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRON
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CSUMB's Third Annual Drag Ball
By Adam Joseph, A&E Editor
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu

Dressing in drag has not only
become a part of gay culture, it
has become a part of all culture
stemming all the way back to
1969 when drag queens fought
in the Stonewall Riots, a turning
point for the modem gay rights
movement worldwide.
CSUMB’s Third Annual Drag
Sail, presented by the Out &
About Club, will be a night of
hairy legs hidden behind gowns,
gigantic sized pumps, and many
sets of eyebrows in need of a
good plucking.
Besides giving all the male stu
dents on campus an excuse to
wear make-up, the Drag Ball is
organized to be an “alternative
type of event that is put on just to
mix things up a little,” said Bea
Esbit, SBS senior and the head
coordinator of the event.
Bea’s wife of six months, Ellie
Campbell-Brown, an SBS senior
as well stated that, “this year’s
theme is the prom.”

“We thought the prom theme
would be good since a lot of peo
ple never got to experience their
prom in high school,” said Esbit.
Two DJs will be mixing up
the turntables, DJ Danayalaytor
will play everything from 1980s
new wave to rock and pop. “The
Dentist” will spin house, trance,
and some hip-hop.
As a special treat, “Send ‘em to
the Cemetery,” a hardcore band
from Santa Cruz will play a short
set as well.
What’s a prom without prom
pictures? There will be a photo
booth where everyone attending
will be able to get their own
Drag Ball 2005 prom pictures
taken. A “no-host bar,” provided
by Sodexho will offer soft drinks,
beer, and wine.
“The past two Drag Balls drew
large turnouts,” said Esbit. “There
have been many variations of gen
der varieties.”
Those not into dressing in drag
are still invited. Esbit stresses that
“drag isn’t required it is only
encouraged.” The “fancy stuff is

especially encouraged.”
CSUMB’s Third Annual
Drag Ball cannot come at a
better time.
“When bad stuff like
[the recent hate crime
on campus] happens, it
makes me glad that I’m
involved,” said Esbit.
“Homophobia and
heterosexism are not
unfamiliar; everyday
they become more
and more visible,”
said
Campbell
Brown.
The previous
two Drag Balls
were held at the
BBC, but this
year it will
take place in
the University
William Workman watches in shock as
Center
Ballroom. This
Nick Strubbie gets into the spirit for
free event is
the drag ball
on April 23
from 9 p.m. __
until
midnight.

Photo by Chad Ghiron
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DC PIZZA
goodfood makes good design!
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www.collegeincome.com
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BSU to sponsor Black Panther photo exhibit
By Justin Kisner, Staff Reporter
JUSTIN_KISNER@CSUMB.EDU

In collaboration with Events
Workgroup, BSU will be sponsor
ing a photo exhibit of the Black
Panther Party on April 28 in the
Music Hall.
According to Lydell Martin,
20, a junior TAT major and Black
Students United (BSU) member,
the event will be held at 7 p.m.
and will include guest speaker Bill
Jennings, the historian for the Black
Panther Party, and a short film.
“We feel the Black Panthers
organization led a movement to
help a disenfranchised minority
population, and that their actions
were unfairly negatively charac
terized by the media in the past,”
said Martin.
“We seek to correct some of
the misconceptions of the Black
Panthers being a violent militant
group, by shedding light on the good
work they have done,” he added.
According to Martin, BSU orig
inally tried to bring the exhibit to
CSUMB during Black History

Month, but due to rising financial nally called the Black Panther Party
issues, they were unable to do so. for Self-Defense because their
The Black Panther Party was
main purpose was to defend the
formed in October
black communi
of 1966 by
ties from police
Huey
P
brutality.
Newton
Mason
and Bobby
said due to
Seale in
the politi
response
cal evolveto
the
mentofthe
high level
party and
of police
its found
brutality
ers,
the
toward;
party became a
African‘revolutionary orga
Americans in
nization” and changed
the Oakland
its name to simply the
area.
Black Panther Party.
According
Mason blames the
to
former
mainstream media of the
Black Panther,
late 60s for the stigma
Mel Mason,
that has shadowed the
counselor for
positive community pro
CSUMB’s
grams installed by the
Personal
Black Panthers.
Growth and
Mason recalled the
Counseling
media speaking of
Center, the
the Panthers as being
organization
blacks with guns.
was
origi
“Of course, at the
GRAPHIC MANIPULATED BY RACHEL KANE

time that we were openly carry
ing guns it was actually legal to
do so,” said Mason. “We weren’t
breaking any laws and we did not
go out hunting people.”
According to Mason, the
Panthers were demonstrating
their belief in the people’s con
stitutional right to bear arms and
their natural right and responsibil
ity to defend themselves from one
another and the police.
However, this was played out
wrongly by the media and instead
the Black Panther Party was often
portrayed as a gang.
“But we weren’t a gang; we
were a political organization,”
said Mason. “If we were in fact a
gang we would still be around.”
“They would not have used
the counterintelligence program
to infiltrate our organization to
kill our leaders and members and
falsely imprison masses of others
in an attempt to destroy the orga
nization,” he added.
“It’s real important that when
people get a picture of the Black
Panther Party that they get the
true picture,” said Mason.

The party did more than just
fight against the oppression
of black communities. Mason
himself worked to build black
caucuses within unions and
also to establish black worker
organizations where there were
no unions.
“I was basically a labor orga
nizer for the Black Panther Party,”
said Mason.
According to Mason, the Black
Panther Party was responsible
for starting several programs in
black communities including free
breakfast for children, free medi
cal clinics and free legal services
for poor African-Americans. The
Panthers also formed a free hous
ing program for the homeless,
alcohol and drug counseling and
free clothing programs.
Despite the positive programs
installed by the Black Panther
Party, a stigma is still associated
with the organization. In hopes to
reverse the stigma, BSU is bring
ing this event to the CSUMB cam
pus and the public free of charge.

I spat out the words, baffled, and
wrenched my hand away from
him, waving my arms around,
gesticulating wildly. “Is it special
parking for pregnant women or
women who have kids, or what?”
“Yeah,” he said, simply, as
he flung open the high, glass
doors to the entrance of the food
court area.
We were assaulted immediately
by the smell of Panda Express,
McDonald’s, Steak Escape and
dirty diapers.
The bathrooms in the food court
are right at the entrance and the
line to the ladies was packed to
the front of the doors with women
and their babies.
Each stroller was stuffed with
bottles, baby bags and powders
and most importantly, offspring.
They were sleeping, screaming
or laughing their chubby asses
off, displaying the wide range of
emotions babies have.
We passed the mothers wait
ing with pained looks of exhaus
tion on their flushed faces and

I secretly thanked the good
folks at Trojan for their most
valiant work.
M. decided on Steak Escape
and I decided to indulge myself
with a big, juicy cinnamon
roll from Cinnabon, another
group of people who deserve
the great admiration of men and
women alike.
We parted ways in front of
the Sbarro pizzeria and I strut
ted toward the smell of heaven
coming from the Cinnabon stand.
There was a woman in line ahead
of me with one teenage girl, and
two boys that looked to be about
eight and nine years old.
“Mom, tell them to give me
the biggest one,” the eight-yearold said, gesturing with his arms
wide open, this apparently being
the preferred size of the cinnamon
roll he desired.
This little treasure then
broke out into a flailing inter
pretive dance.
He jumped as high as he could,
struck out his left arm straight into

the air above him and pushed his
right hand in front of him and did
jazz fingers with his tongue stick
ing out, bright blue from some
devoured candy shoveled into his
mouth earlier.
“EEEE YYAAAHHH!” he
shouted while doing a roundhouse
kick right into my shin.
“Ow!” I bent down and rubbed
my leg. “What the hell?”
He ran around his mother and
peaked out at me from behind
her wrinkled linen shirt and pants
outfit.
“Oh, sorry,” his mother gave
me a sideways glance while mak
ing her order. “Yes, that one. He
wants the big one,” she smiled
broadly, gazing down at her epi
leptic son.
I ordered my cinnamon roll
and limped back to the tabling
area with my treat and a lesson
in hand.
Never expect line etiquette from
a woman who has wiped the feces
from another human being’s ass.
You will be sorely disappointed.

Miss Epiphany
waits in line

MISS EPIPHANY
The first time I saw one of these
new “Stork Parking” spots was
at a mall back home in Los
Angeles.
“What the hell is that?” I asked
my then boyfriend, M., with out
raged disgust as I spied the pink,
rectangular sign with a stork on it,
designating a spot right up front,

next to the handicapped parking.
“Oh it’s that stork parking isn’t
it? You haven’t heard about that,
babe?” he gripped my hand in his,
casually, like there was nothing
wrong, like we were not witness
ing this great injustice right in the
open lot.
“No, I most certainly have not,”
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The Low
Down
To post an event please e-mail

Adam's
Pics

Adam Joseph via FirstClass

Friday, April 22
The Sixth Annual Voices/
Voces Poetics Festival fea-*
tures renowned poet, Jimmy
Santiago Baca. The top five
winners of this year’s festival
read their poems. Music
- Hall. 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 23
RepresentMusic.com presents
a night of reggae with CaliNation, A Step Beyond,Mystic
Roots, and High Society. Free.
BBC. 8 p.m.

Thursday, April 28
The Black Panther Party’s
historian and archivist Bill
Jennings gives a lecture
in correlation to the Black
Panther photo exhibit. Free.
Music Hall. 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 28
“Inspiring Conservation of the
Oceans" is the topic of Julie
" Packard, executive director of
the Monterey Bay Aquarium,
Thursday night lecture. Free.
Alumni & Visitors Center. 5:45
p.m./Reception; 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 30
CSUMB joins forces with
the Salinas women’s shelter,
Dorothy’s Place, to help revi
talize the shelter’s run-down,
surrounding area, Soledad
Street. 9 a.m.-noon. For more
info contact Pamela Motoike.
582-5633.
Wednesday, May 4
CSUMB’s first ever Floricanta
features Diana Garcia and
others performing poetry,
music, and spoken word. The
Main Quad.7-11 p.m. E-mail
Sara Villagrana via FirstClass.
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A Few Good Teens
John Cusack’s interpretation of
the nervous, fast-talking, highly
individual Lloyd Dobler may
be the best performance of his
career. And there has never been
such an enigmatic chemistry dis
played on the screen by charac
ters that are supposed to be of
high school age.
It’s expected that one may be a
tad cynical about watching a film
that is not only a romantic/comedy, but it’s protagonists áre high
school kids.
But “Say Anything,” written
and directed by Cameron Crowe
(“Jerry Maguire,” “Almost
Famous”), is anything but what
one has been led to believe
through such recent atrocities
as “Varsity Blues” and “Can’t
Hardly Wait.”
Lloyd Dobler (John Cusack)
wants something more in life.
He wants to go away but not
to college. His ambitions appear
farfetched and delusional to the
adult figures in his life, but Lloyd
doesn’t pay attention to discour
agement or outside doubts. He
hopes to one day compete profes
sionally as a kick-boxer.
With graduation day passing,
Lloyd feels he must ask his dream
girl, Diane Court (Ione Skye), out
while he has the chance.
Diane, the class valedictorian, is
known as the brainy girl in school,
virtually unknown socially by any
of her classmates. Lloyd sees her
physical beauty but is attracted to
her intelligence.

Lloyd’s clumsiness embodies
all of those times we’ve swal
lowed our pride and went for
the girl we’d always been afraid
to talk to. When he finally calls
Diane to ask her for a date, her
first response in “no,” but Lloyd
continues talking; he rambles on
and on when he’s nervous about
something. Diane eventually
cuts him off to say that she’ll go
with him.
Diane is extremely close
with her generous father (John
Mahoney) and made a pact with
him that they will never keep any
secrets from each other.
“Say Anything” treats both
relationships with the same seri
ousness and honesty and that’s
something quite unique about
this film.
Not all teenagers are bad,
deceptive, and self-absorbed.
Not all teenagers are spiteful to
their parents and full of angst. In
fact, some teenagers have more
insight than adults in certain
areas: love, curiosity and hon
esty. Not all, but some, and this

film is about those “few.”
Lloyd and Diane’s love is awk
ward and even humorous, which
gives it the feel of being threedimensional.
That other love in Diane’s life,
her father, is also three-dimen
sional. Mr. Court rationalizes
a deceptive act he commits as
an act of love and care for his
daughter. We know that Mr. Court
truly loves his daughter and Diane
sees that, but when he reveals
his secret, Diane feels betrayed
beyond repair in that relationship.
“Say Anything” is full of scenes
and lines that become engraved
into your mind forever as symbols
representing certain moments and
experiences in life.
“I gave her my heart and she
gave me a pen.” Lloyd says when
Diane thinks they shouldn’t get
too serious.
“In Your Eyes,” by Peter
Gabriel, blaring from a boom box
Lloyd holds high above his head
outside Diane’s window, is not
only one of the most romantic
gestures in cinema history but

also one of the most memorable.
“Say Anything” is not untrue
or exaggerated just as Gus Van
Sant’s depiction of disturbed high
schoolers based on the Columbine
shootings in “Elephant” is a fairly
accurate portrayal. But in times
of such passiveness towards vio
lence, Crowe’s 1989 charmingly
familiar love story is an enjoyable
change of pace that will not insult
your intelligence.

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB.COM

First Annual One Act Festival
By Ben Demarest, Staff Reporter
Benjamin_Demarest@csumb.edu

Today’s TAT students could be
tomorrow’s Tony Award winners,
but they need experience and sup
port to develop. The inaugural
CSUMB One Act Festival hopes
to give TAT students both.
“I’m hoping to get people
excited about this process,” said
William Shephard, professor
of TAT 395, Student One Acts.
Shephard’s course has one pri
mary outcome, the production of
the CSUMB One Act Festival, on
April 28-30, 8 p.m. at the World
Theater.
Three one-act plays will be
presented; “The Flying Doctor,”
directed by William Campbell,
“The Conduct of Life,” directed
by Ashley Simmons, and
“Medusa’s Tale,” directed by
William Shephard.
“I had looked at directing
this play in high school,” said
Campbell, director of “The Flying
Doctor.” The play is a comedy
in the style of Commedia Dell

Arte, a style that uses over the
top acting and masks to define
characters.
“The Flying Doctor” is a love
story about a woman who fakes an
illness to delay an arranged mar
riage to an older man. The young
man she would like to marry tells
his servant to pose as a doctor so
that he and the woman can make
the proper arrangements to marry
themselves.
“I chose to do this play because
it really speaks to the need for peo
ple to be involved in the societies
they live,” said Simmons, director
of “The Conduct of Life.”
This play follows the changes a
household goes through as a man
works for a fascist government.
Simmons feels that the lessons
learned can be applied to any
community.
“‘Medusa’s Tale’ is a modem
day adaptation of the ancient
Greek Myth,” said Shephard,
director.
The play tells the tale of
Medusa, a mortal cursed by the
gods because of her beauty. The

tale tells the story of a naive
young woman that turns into a
bitter old woman, and in the end
is just an old woman, no longer
bitter.
“I really wanted something for
the students, by the students,”
said Shephard. The production of
the One Act Festival hopes to gain
the support of the campus and
continue on an annual basis. The
response to this year’s festival
will strongly determine whether
or not the one acts will become a
tradition at CSUMB.
“Its unfortunate that the theater
is not more supported by the cam
pus,” said Sarah Street, a fourth
year Integrated Studies major and
actress in “The Conduct of Life.”
Shephard commented that stu
dent apathy is a problem on this
campus.
The One Act Festival will be
free of charge to faculty and stu
dents. Free admission will give
fellow students a chance to sup
port the One Act Festival so that it
may continue in the future.
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CSUMB’s Greatest Hits
Local

bands fuse talents for

It takes
1

FIRST SCHOOL COMPILATION ALBUM
By Adam Joseph, Arts and Essence Editor
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu

The Nancy Boys, The Les Lamcke Solo
Experience, and Last Night are only a few
of CSUMB’s homebred, hodge-podge of
bands that are featured on “Unexploded
Ordinance,” a CD compilation that features
16 bands playing their own vision of the
musical odyssey.
To celebrate the release of the melodic
collection of versatility, 500 free CDs were
distributed in four hours during a party held
Thursday, April 14 at the
Black Box
Cabaret.
“We had
different
bands and
artists, all
recorded by
students here
at CSUMB,
put out the
campus’ first
CD,” said Sara
Bailey, a junior
MPA major and
the
project’s
executive pro
ducer.
No other CSU has put out a student com
pilation album. Some of the bands featured
are not the ordinary college house bands,
but a tightly linked group that have history
and a camaraderie with one another.
“Our band has evolved and changed so
much over time,” said senior MPA major
Matt Bollwinkle, bass player for the Nancy
Boys. Over the past three years he and the
Nancy Boys have lit things up stage, not only
at CSUMB, but also in local night spots such
as the Lava Lounge and Ocean Thunder.
There were seven live performances at the
BBC featuring the campus bands and artists
that are featured on the compilation album.
Clockwork started things off with an
energetic first set, jamming out for 40
minutes playing progressive Pink Floydesque rock. Social Construct followed, an
eclectic brand of techno-hardcore mixing
sound with laser.
Last Night performed one track that
blended all their songs into one. “It was bad
ass,” said Bollwinkle.

A. Lee, one of the three female vocalists
on the album followed, playing all new tunes
from an album she’s currently working on.
“There is not a great music scene around
here. The album unites all the local talent
here on campus,” said Alex Hofmann, senior
ESSP major and the guitarist of Last Night.
“So the event was very successful,”
Hoffman added. There are now 500 plus
CDs playing all over campus turning new
people on to the abilities of their class
mates, neighbors, and friends.
The event ended with the
Nancy Boys and Flojos Nos
Visten.
“It was fun, because we
got to perform on stage
with bands like the
Nancy Boys and Last
Night Slow,” said Vito
Triglia, senior and
Event’s WorkGroup
chair. Triglia plays
the sax for Flojos
Nos Visten, another
band featured on
the CD.
The Associated
Students
funded
the project by covering the cost of
producing 1,000 CDs. The compilation
gave the students the chance to have their
work distributed without having to pay
large recording studio fees. The album was
mixed and mastered by Paul Cantos and
Will Woodall.
It took six months from the time when
recording began until the CD’s release.
Bailey hopes next years’ album is released
even quicker. The triumphant outcome
of this accomplishment was through the
collaboration of the student musicians,
the Associated Students, the VPA and the
Music and Performing Arts programs.
The CDs are not for sale, but students
may pick one up for free in the music
building. It was originally thought that the
albums left over from the release would be
handed out to incoming freshman as a wel
come gift, but “they went like hotcakes,”
Bailey said via e-mail.
Anyone interested in recording a song
for next year’s album, please contact Matt
Bollwinkle or Sara Bailey via FirstClass.

to make
300
In 2 weeks
a pack a day smoker smokes the
equivalent of 1 tree
82.2% of California 18-29 year olds do not smoke.
The Earth is your future. Live tobacco-freee

Please join the CAMP/COUGH club

for games, give-aways & fun on the Quad
11 a.m - 2p.m.

Thursday April 21, 2005.

For further information:
Julie Dustin on First Class, 373-7306x20

Smoke Free COUGH

Campuses Organized & United for Good Health

How long can you hold your breath?

This material Is made possible with funds received from the Tobacco Tax Health
Protection Act of 1998 - Prop. 99, through the California Department of Health
Services, under Grant No. 00-90389, administered by PHFE Management Solutions.
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Opinion
Editorial: Corporations have no conscience
Corporations are strange beasts, considered
legal persons with constitutional rights but
lacking conscience. Instead of conscience,
corporations have shareholders whose hun
ger for profit has resulted in actions unethi
cal and criminal.
The appeal of the large corporation is
understandable. Originally established for
huge endeavors no other form of company
could imagine, such as building railroads,
corporations can gain in size to where the
world is bent by their weight and power.
Without corporations we wouldn’t have
anywhere near this level of material wealth.
We would have no McDonald’s hamburg
ers, no Coca-Cola sugar water, no Nike
shoes, no Starbucks coffee and no Viagra
erection medication without corporations.
However, shareholders are petty and in
the global marketplace they value profit
above all. Hunger for money is an addic
tion often leading otherwise respectable
corporate citizens to a life of crime.
Corporations are forced to either produce
profit or risk shareholders divesting shares,
lowering the value and threatening the life

Back In Five

of the corporation. The profit motive is selfdefense, and corporate crime is often deadly.
One southern California medical
research corporation I know personally,
but can’t name, recently ignored safety
laws regarding the installation of a piece
of heavy lab equipment and it exploded,
killing a man and leaving his wife a
widow and his kids orphans.
Management at the time refused to
listen to warnings about the compatibility
of the equipment with their building’s
electrical system due to “time constraints”
by which proper installation would have
caused them to miss their project timeline
and projected profit. The corporation cut
some money to the family and nobody
was ever held accountable.
More often corporate crime is damag
ing to the environment. Factories dump
toxic waste into nearby rivers, and when
discovered simply, move their factories to
countries where dumping toxic waste is
legal. Not good.
Our democracy itself has been corrupted
by corporations. Recent controversy over

House leader Tom DeLay’s acceptance of
goodies from large corporations is only the
tip of the iceberg.
Look at how much money corpora
tions and the very wealthy give politi
cians compared to how much money the
middle class and the poor give and you’ll
see to whom politicians owe the favors
of government.
Corporations have, since the 1886 case
of Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific
Railroad, been considered persons with the
legal rights of American citizens. However,
politicians should strictly regulate corpora
tions, to replace with laws what corpora
tions lack in conscience. This won’t hap
pen soon.
Easier would be the development of
shareholders who value more than profit,
corporations with greater purpose than to
make money.
Some corporations aim to please the
growing socially responsible investing
(SRI) market. SRI looks for companies
both profitable and ethical, both competi
tive and positively active in their environ

-Libbe Steegan

ments and communities.
A variation of the old “sin screen” where
churches forbade investment in tobacco,
liquor or gambling companies, SRI demands
corporations hold themselves to a higher
standard. Not only does this make good
ethical sense, it makes good financial sense.
The Domini Social Index, a socially
responsible version of the S&P 500 has
consistently outperformed its less socially
responsible cousin. It makes sense both
ethically and financially to shun companies
with no conscience and embrace compa
nies with solid conscience.
As the popularity of socially respon
sible corporations grows at the expense of
morally bankrupt corporations, a glimmer
of hope shines through our multinational
world of hegemonic globalization.
It behooves each of us when investing
in to make our choice: do we want to be
profit-mongering shareholders driven by
short-term gains, or socially-responsible
investors who seek to improve both our
pocketbooks and the world entire? The
choice is clear.
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Opinion
One weekend a month,
my ass!

Otter
and
Squidon
Patrol
in
Iraq

Freedom’s rooting,
thanks to the fire
of liberty.

Fireworks! Iraq’s people
celebrate sovereignty!

See? Freedom’s
on the march.
Then where’s
your foot?

The homeland
is secure.

Boom!

Comic by AC

Are you interested in journalism, current
events, photography or design?

Damn!

Quick college meals
By Erin Nokes, Staff Reporter
Erin_Nokes@csumb.edu

Most students with a meal card head down
to the DC for something to eat, but only
when it is open or they have time before
their next class.
For those students who don’t have that
luxury, or who would rather make some
thing themselves, there is always Monterey
Chicken Fajitas.
Made with slices of chicken breast, pep

pers and onions covered in a peppy sauce
and wrapped in warm tortillas, they pro
vide nutrition, great flavor, and the perfect
meal on the go.
This hand held meal is ready to go in 20
minutes and is enough for four people, so
it’s perfect for busy roommates.
Just whip up the ingredients, heat and
wrap, then head off to class. But caution:
they can be messy and a little spicy, so don’t
forget a napkin and something to drink.

Ingredients:

Directions:

2 tbsp. vegetable oil
1 lb. boneless chicken breast, cut into
strips
1 medium green pepper cut into strips
1 medium onion sliced
1 10 % oz. can cream of mushroom soup
(you can also use fat free)
14 cup chunky salsa
8 flour tortillas
1 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese

Heat oil in skillet over medium-high
heat. Cook vegetable oil and chicken until
brown, stir often.
\
Add peppers and onions, cook until ten
der—crisp.
Add soup and salsa and heat through.
Spoon about 14 cup of chicken mixture
down center of each tortilla, top with
cheese and extra salsa if desired. Fold
tortilla
around filling and serve.
Warm the tortillas in the
microwave for a few
seconds to soften.
Recipe
from
ww w. carnpbellskitchen.
com.

Consider joining the Otter Realm staff next semester.
We are looking for journalists, editors, designers, artists,
photographers and anyone else interested in having a
part in the campus newspaper.

Contact Editor in Chief Rachel Kane at
Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu

Everyone's Harvest
Marina's Certified Farmer's Market

Every Sunday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Fresh quality, reasonably priced produce and many unique goods
EBT & WIC happily accepted

Marina Transit Station, 280 Reservation Rd & De Forest

across from Marina Post Office 831.384.6961
PHOTO BY ERIN NOKES
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Campus Life

What would yourfavorite article of
clothing be ifyou were the of opposite sex?
Will Olsen
GS
SENIOR

“IPEX Bra so I could run and
keep everything in place.”

Ren Herring not afraid
of sharks
By Irina Reissler
Irina_Reissler@csumb.edu

Jon Allred
HCOM
JUNIOR
“Booty shorts, so I can shake it
like a salt shaker.”

Kristen LaFollette
HCOM
4TH YEAR
“My boxers because I could let
it out and feel free.”

Elizabeth Romanoff
WORLD CULTURES AND
LANGUAGES
SOPHMORE

“Shoes, because it doesn’t matter if you’re a
guy or a girl, you gotta get to steppin’.”

Roxann Corralejo
PRE-MED & MATH
JUNIOR

“I wouldn’t have anything to say
but my elephant thong. Thongs
look good on everyone!”
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His zest knows no boundaries. A working
day for Ren Herring, a junior business
major, starts from 8 p.m. and ends as late
as it gets. Herring is currently serving as
the vice president of Associated Students
until May 2 when he will be inaugurated
and take over the position of president of
the Associated Students.
Ren started off as a Rally Committee
chair for the Associated Students and found
it a perfect nest for nurturing new ideas.
Aside from helping to organize bonfire
celebrations for the basketball team gather
ings, Rally Com raised money to care for
natural disasters in Southern California.
“We created flyers, posters and even
came up with coin collections in the bot
tles,” said Herring. “All money we gath
ered we passed directly to the Red Cross.
There were times when we paid directly
from our own pockets to make it happen.”
As the vice president of AS, Herring
is in charge of internal business, creating
agendas for student senate meetings and
overlooking the multiple committees of
AS. He is a part of the student senate, a
10-senator student body focusing primar
ily on student well being and advocating
on behalf of students. Herring considers
this year pretty peaceful, whereas the two
past years were commemorated with some
thorny battles of interest.
In fall of 2004, the senate successfully
held a town hall meeting that addressed
the current ’problem of hate speech at
CSUMB.
In March 2005, Herring beat the compe
tition running for president of Associated
Students. He gathered 368 votes out of
727 votes and overwhelmingly over
rode his clpse rivals Yuri Beckelman and
Kelly Watson.
Herring was completely focused on win
ning the election, which he put before every
thing: his school, homework and even food.
“Some people are good talkers while I
am more of a doer,” Herring said. “My top
secret is that I am really focused on my
work and always plan ahead. I often miss
my lunch to ensure that I meet my goals in

President elect Ren Herring.

photo by chad ghiron

an appropriate fashion.”
Herring literally worked day and night
on composing a statement for future goals,
rapidly operating with multiple e-mails and
flyers to fight for each vote.
“I had no clue who won till the last
moment,” said Herring. “It was an incred
ibly exciting race. The debates were tele
vised on CSUMB TV. When I got out of
class, my classmates knew beforehand who
the winner was and made fun of me. I was
really shocked to find out that I collected as
many votes as I did.”
Herring is an incorrigible environmental
ist for whom the goal of the preservation of
the Pacific Ocean water resources is close
to his heart.
“Sailing to me is just lots of wind, lots
of sweat and blood on my palms. And I am
quite comfortable with sharks,” he said.
Herring has been sailing for two years
and is proud of his team and coach. The
CSUMB sailing team qualified for the
Pacific Coast Championships (PCC) and
will be competing against 10 other top
ranked schools on the West Coast on April
30 in Long Beach, Calif.
As serious as he is, Herring favors a
laugh to any grave speech. “If we all had
to die tomorrow, I would do nothing but
laugh,” he said. He sees himself as a nor
mal caring student who wants to make a
difference in the world.

